
Capital Project Sales Tax

Who?
- Who likes paying taxes?  Our guess would be no one.  Then why 

would we suggest another tax?  Simple – because a sales tax is paid 
by everyone who makes a purchase in our county, not just us and 
our neighbors.

- We are diligently seeking an estimate on the amount of tax that will 
be paid by non-residents.  Many retailers in Spartanburg County 
(and others around the state) track this data.  We have sought out 
information regarding the percentage of sales tax that is paid by 
Union County residents vs. non-residents.  However, currently, there 
is not enough historical data to accurately project the ratios.

UNION COUNTY, SC

Who else (what other counties) have a capital project sales tax?
o 23 of 46 counties in SC impose a capital project sales tax.
o Of Union’s neighboring counties – York (1998), Newberry (1999), Chester 

(2009), and Spartanburg (2018) impose a capital projects tax.
▪ What does this mean for us?  It means for every purchase we make in 

one of these counties, our dollars are funding their capital projects.
▪ Do you want anyone who makes a purchase in Union County to help 

fund ours?  Or would you prefer that the burden for tax dollars fall 
solely on residents and property owners?  Without the implementation 
of the sales tax, it is likely that any additional funds for future projects 
would be generated through increased property tax revenue.

     The Union County Capital Sales Tax Commission members are:
• Michelle Betenbaugh, Chair (City)
• To Be Determined (City)
• John Gregory, Vice-Chair (County)
• Jami Trammell (County)
• Timika Wilson, Secretary (County)
• To Be Determined (Municipality Nominee)
Each member lives in Union County.  The municipality nominee to 
be named must reside in Carlisle, Jonesville, or Lockhart and will 
be appointed by the two City members with significant input from 
each municipality.  

The commission members have been diligently seeking input from 
people in Carlisle, Jonesville, and Lockhart for recommendations and 
applications for the sixth member of the committee.  

 



Union County Council 
approved an ordinance to 
place a 1 cent capital project 
sales tax on the 2020 ballot. 

DEC 2019

Public CPSTC & 
Information meetings

FEB-JUN 2020

Project Submissions

1 APR-1 JUN 2021

CPSTC Presentation to 
County Council

JUL 2021

Proposed ballot 
language submitted to 
SC Election Commission

AUG 2021

Special Election (Vote!)

3 NOV 2021

What?

  This sales tax is separate from the 
previously implemented local 
option sales tax.  The prior sales tax 
was used to fund EMS operations in 
the county with a portion of 
proceeds being used to lower 
(significantly ) property taxes for 
vehicle and homeowners in Union 
County.
o  According to the SC Revenue and 

Fiscal Affairs Office, the current 
1% local option sales tax 
generated $2,459,304 in revenue 
for Union County for the 
2018-2019 fiscal year.

What projects are 
allowed?

o  Capital purchases, 
construction, or major 
renovations.  NOT 
operating funds.

o  Roads
o  Bridges
o  Public Facilities
o  Recreation Facilities
o  Waters & Sewer 

Projects

Which projects will be performed?

o  This is where YOU come in.  Our commission 
is tasked with getting your input for which 
projects are most needed in our communities 
and which ones will have the most impact and 
benefit for everyone.

o  The projects and their estimated costs will be 
presented by the commission to Union 
County Council with input from all local 
municipalities and the public.

o  The projects will be performed in the 
presented order as funds become available 
for use.

o  The SC Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office 
estimates that between $2.2 - $3.0 M will be 
generated per year over the next 8 years 
totaling just over $21 M for capital projects.  
Our commission intends to estimate more 
conservatively in the range of $16 - $20 M.  

o  However, we will plan additional projects if 
Union is able to increase sales tax revenue by 
growth, increased spending, or new retailers.

Why another tax?
Is Union County one of the higher taxed counties in SC?

o Based on a property tax millage rate, yes.  Unfortunately, 
this is true for many smaller, more rural counties in SC.  

o This is what makes the sales tax a more viable option.  
Because the tax is then paid by anyone who spends 
money with businesses in Union County, not just 
residents and property owners.

Why a sales tax?
o Have you been to Lake Greenwood (Greenwood)?  Lake 

Murray (Newberry)?  Target, Westgate Mall, or any 
other retail store in Spartanburg?  Anytime we visit and 
spend money in these, and other neighboring counties, 
OUR money is funding THEIR capital projects.  

o For this reason, the County wants to pursue the sales 
tax instead of simply using property tax funds – we are 
then able to collect money without placing the full 
burden on Union County residents and property 
owners.

Do you believe that Union has room for improvement in the eligible areas 
(roads, recreation, public or cultural areas, infrastructure)?

o If not, then you vote no.
o If so, then vote yes because the sales tax is one of the fairest and 

most equitable ways to fund these improvements without placing 
the burden solely on residents and is transparent spending.

o Think about the potential that we can bring to fruition in Union 
through this project.

When?
The capital project sales tax will be on the ballot November 3, 2021.  
If enacted, it would likely go into effect May 2022 with the final date being 
approved by the SC Department of Revenue.

Where?
- All capital projects must be located within the boundaries of 

Union County. 
- We will attempt to seek out projects in multiple areas of the 

County that will have the greatest impact and benefit all 
residents and businesses.  

- Our goal is to seek out the projects that will do the most 
good for the most people in Union County as a whole. 
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